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Visual Arts
Focus: Daily life inspires artists.  
 
Module 1
Enduring Understanding:
Artists make art about what they see, think and feel.
 
Essential Question(s):
Why do artists make art?
How do artists capture what they see, think and feel?

Module 2
Enduring Understanding: 
Artists make art to show how they see different places.

Essential Question(s):
Why do artists make art about different places?
How do artists see the same things in different ways?

Module 3
Enduring Understanding:
Art affects people’s lives.

Essential Question(s):
How does art affect your life?



Focus: Theatre helps us understand the world around us.
 
Module 1: Foundation
Enduring Understanding:
Actors make creative choices by understanding the use 
of body, voice and imagination.

Essential Question(s):
How do actors make creative choices about their work?

Module 2: Stories in Action
Enduring Understanding: 
Stories from around the world have universal 
characters, conflicts and themes.

Essential Question(s):
How does theatre help us understand the world  
around us?

Module 3: Theatre in the World
Enduring Understanding:
Theatre has origins in myth, storytelling and ritual.

Theatre Arts



Essential Question(s):
Why are myths, stories and rituals adapted into  
theatre pieces?

Module 4: Playmaking
Enduring Understanding: 
Working together, we can create plays based on nature 
and human experience.

Essential Question(s):
How do you know when a personal story would make 
an interesting theatrical presentation?

Audience Module: Attending Live Theatre
Enduring Understanding: 
The audience evaluates theatrical elements of the play 
that help to tell the story. 

Essential Question(s):
Why is it important to look at each of the 5 Ws when 
evaluating a story?
 

Theatre Arts



Focus: Music is a way to communicate ideas and feelings.
 
Module 1
Enduring Understanding:
Music can be created in unison or harmony.

Essential Question(s):
What is harmony?
What are different ways to create harmony?

Module 2
Enduring Understanding:  
Music literacy skills allow us to notate our own music as 
well as to read and perform the music of others.

Essential Question(s):
How is reading from musical notation like reading words?
How can we write down what we hear?
How can we make a written record of our own music so 
others can re-create it?
What things can I discover about music by reading 
music notation?

Music



Module 3
Enduring Understanding:
Performing music from various cultures expands  
our worldview.

Essential Question(s):
What does music tell us about other cultures?
What is the role of music in my culture and in other 
cultures?
How do I authentically perform music from a  
different culture?

Module 4
Enduring Understanding: 
Expressive elements in music communicate ideas and 
feelings and deepen meaning.

Essential Question(s):
How can we talk about sounds we hear using the 
language of music?
How can music tell a story?
What does sad sound like? What about angry, or happy?

Music



Focus: Dance builds knowledge through exploration.

Module 1: Foundation
Enduring Understanding:
Dancers make changes in their movements using the 
elements of body, space, time and energy.

Essential Question(s):
Why is it important for dancers and choreographers to 
understand the elements of dance?

Module 2: Creative Process
Enduring Understanding:
Movement can be organized to create dances.

Essential Question(s):
How do you decide upon the sequence of a dance 
phrase or study?
Why are the beginning and ending of a dance study  
so important?

Dance



Module 3: Dance in the World 
Enduring Understanding:
Dance is an important way to explore the world and  
its people.

Essential Question(s):
What do the dances of a people tell us about their 
beliefs and culture?

Dance



Sample Performance Tasks
VISUAL ARTS Module 3:
Show your knowledge of different careers in the arts that 
affect people’s lives, such as architect, fashion designer, 
animator, muralist, industrial designer. Explain what each 
artist does and how their work affects people’s lives. 
(Assessed Standards: 5.4, 2.1)

THEATRE Module 3:
Working with a partner, create and perform a scene that 
shows traits of a universal theme (for example, a fool can be 
easily fooled, good things come in small packages, one good 
deed deserves another, if you want a friend be a friend). In 
your journal identify one universal theme.
(Assessed Standards: 3.2, 2.1, 5.1)

MUSIC Module 1:
In small groups, sing one part of a round (canon) while the 
rest of the class sings the other part. Follow the teacher’s 
conducting and use body percussion or the conducting 
pattern to show the meter of the music. 
(Assessed Standards: 2.2, 2.3)

DANCE Module 3:
After exploring the function of dance in Native American 
cultures, create your own simple ritual or ceremonial dance 
with a partner or small group. 
(Assessed Standards: 3.2, 2.8, 3.5)
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